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Mayor Williams HOsts DC’s uNIFIED COMMUNICATIONS CENTER 
GRAND oPENING cEREMONY
State-of-the-Art Communications Center to Enable Coordination of Local and Regional First Responders and Emergency Preparedness Teams

(WASHINGTON) September 7, 2006–On Tuesday, September 26, 2006, Mayor Anthony Williams will host the District of Columbia’s Unified Communications Center (UCC) Grand Opening Ceremony. The media is invited to attend and cover the event. The ceremony will feature a ribbon cutting, tours, and remarks by community leaders and officials including but not limited to: District of Columbia Mayor Anthony Williams, Representative Eleanor Holmes Norton, Chief Technology Officer Suzanne Peck, Director of the Office of Unified Communications (OUC) E. Michael Latessa, Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) Chief Charles Ramsey and Fire Emergency Medical Services (FEMS) Chief Adrian Thompson. 

What: 
Grand Opening Ceremony, ribbon cutting and tours of the UCC. The UCC is a state-of-the art communications center that consolidates the command and control functions of the DC Police; Fire, Emergency Medical Services; Emergency Management Agency (EMA), and Public Services. In the event of a regional emergency, the UCC will serve as the command center for local law enforcement agencies and EMS first responders. Furthermore, this advanced facility can host regional and federal authorities during national emergencies. The UCC was designed to optimize the use of people, technology and business processes. It also provides economic development and community revitalization benefits while improving public safety for District citizens. The building of the UCC was an eight-year, government-wide initiative.
Who:  
Expected attendees of the Grand Opening event include federal, state and local government representatives, DC agency directors, directors of emergency preparedness from the offices of the Governor of Maryland and the Governor of Virginia and high ranking officials from the US Department of Homeland Security. Additionally, in attendance will be officials from Police, FEMS and Emergency Management Agency of the District of Columbia and 17 collaborating jurisdictions throughout Virginia and Maryland. 

Where:  
The Unified Communications Center

    
2720 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue, SE

   
Washington, DC 20032

When:   
Tuesday, September 26, 12:30 to 2:30 pm, Advance tours are available for the media. Tours, photography or filming may be scheduled in advance of the opening day ceremony or for the day of the event. 


Note:  
Due to security protocols, we kindly request that members of the media, who plan to attend the event, please RSVP to Jennifer.Stansbury@shoreypr.com or Heather@shoreypr.com.
For more information about the Unified Communications Center or to schedule a pre-briefing, filming or tour of the facility, please contact Jennifer Stansbury at Jennifer.Stansbury@shoreypr.com or Heather Streeter Orth at Heather@shoreypr.com.
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